












 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Office Phone: (503) 986-1705 – Email: sen.arnieroblan@state.or.us 
District Office: P.O. Box 1410, Coos Bay, OR 

ARNIE ROBLAN 
STATE SENATOR 

District 5 
 

 
 

OREGON STATE SENATE 
900 COURT ST. NE, S-417 

SALEM, OR 97301 

 
April 14, 2016 

FASTLANE Grant Program 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
Washington, DC 
 
Re: FASTLANE / Coos Bay Rail Line Tunnel Rehabilitation Project 
 
Dear FASTLANE Project Evaluation Team: 
 
As the State Senator for Oregon’s District 5, and on behalf of the constituents in my district, I write to 
offer my strong support for the Oregon International Port of Coos Bay’s application for funding to 
complete its tunnel improvements on the Coos Bay rail line. Investment in this critical component of the 
restoration project through the FASTLANE Grant Program will help us achieve our critical national and 
state objectives to invest and improve our highways, protect existing jobs and put unemployed people in 
this region back to work. 
 
In 2009, the Port purchased the rail following a Surface Transportation Board decision two years after 
its closure. In 2010, the Port received a TIGER II grant for rehabilitation of the Coos Bay rail line.  With 
Leveraged funds from ConnectOregon, the Port rehabilitated tunnels and 134 miles of track structure, 
including rail, rail ties, ballast and at-grade crossings. This resulted in freight rail service on 111 miles of 
in October 2011, and the remaining 23 miles of the line in April 2013. This restoration has helped 
manufacturers increase their competitiveness by cutting operational costs while adding to economic 
vitality of this region.   
 
In light aforementioned work, additional funds are necessary to reverse decades of neglect rail line. A 
FASTLANE investment would allow the Port to make those critical tunnel repairs that address safety 
regarding tunnel conditions - cited as the primary reason the line was shut down in 2007. Investment in 
our local rail infrastructure a critical component of our rural community’s multi-modal transportation 
system. 
 
Thanks in advance for your time and consideration of this request in support of the Oregon International; 
Port of Coos Bay’s FASTLANE Grant application. Please do not hesitate to contact me directly if I can 
be of further assistance. 
 
Sincerely,  

                                                              
State Senator Arnie Roblan 





Caddy Hanen McKeown 
State Representative 
Oregon House District 9 

 

 

April 14, 2016 

 

FASTLANE Grant Program 

U.S. Department of Transportation 

Washington, DC 

 

Re: FASTLANE / Coos Bay Rail Line Tunnel Rehabilitation Project 

 

Dear FASTLANE Project Evaluation Team: 

 

In 2010, Oregon International Port of Coos Bay received a TIGER II grant for rehabilitation of 

the Coos Bay rail line. This rehabilitation has been incredibly effective for the communities and 

shippers along the 134 mile rail line serving southwest Oregon and the Coos Bay harbor. I urge 

the FASTLANE Grant Program to fully support the Port’s request for FASTLANE funds to 

complete the rehabilitation. 

 

Prior to being elected to the Oregon House of Representatives, I served for nine years on the 

International Port of Coos Bay’s Board of Commissioners. The Port has consistently advocated 

to revitalize maritime commerce in the Coos Bay harbor and reinvigorate the southwest Oregon 

economy and the regional multi-modal transportation system. The Coos Bay rail line is a prime 

example of the Port’s success.  

 

In 2007 the Coos Bay rail line closed with virtually no notice. The Port immediately went to 

work, acquiring the Coos Bay rail line in March 2009 through a Surface Transportation Board 

action. It was successful in securing federal and state funding for rehabilitation of the line and 

restoration of freight rail service. The TIGER II grant for track structure rehabilitation enabled 

the Port to repair rail, replace 93,000 rail ties and install new ballast along the entire 134 mile 

line, along with improving at-grade crossings. The Port restored freight rail service on the first 

111 miles of the line in October 2011, and then on the remaining 23 miles of the line in April 

2013.  

 

Restoration of freight rail service to the Coos Bay harbor and to shippers along the rail line has 

helped manufacturers better compete in their industries and cut operating costs. The result has 

been increased employment in the region as these shippers once again have access to markets 

through the North American Class 1 rail network. 

 

 



Caddy Hanen McKeown 
State Representative 
Oregon House District 9 

 

 

 

 

Despite these very successful strategic investments in the Coos Bay rail line, the work is not 

completed. Repairs and upgrades are needed on the rail line’s tunnel structures to ensure the 

continued operation and safety of the Coos Bay rail line. On behalf of the constituents and the 

economy of House District 9, I urge you to fully support the Port’s request for FASTLANE 

funds to repair tunnels and lengthen the life of this critical component of Oregon’s multi-modal 

transportation system.   

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Caddy McKeown 

State Representative 

Oregon House District 9 



 
Oregon Transportation Commission 

Office of the Director, MS 11 
355 Capitol St NE 

Salem, OR 97301-3871 
 April 29, 2016 

 
 
The Honorable Anthony Foxx 
Secretary of Transportation 
United States Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
Dear Mr. Secretary: 
 
The Oregon Transportation Commission (OTC) and the Oregon Department of Transportation 
(ODOT) are pleased to offer support of the Port of Coos Bay’s application for FASTLANE 2016 
funding for the Coos Bay Rail Line – Tunnel Rehabilitation project.  
 
This important project would rehabilitate the Coos Bay Rail Line’s aging tunnels to a state of good 
repair. The rail line traverses nine tunnels over an 82 mile section between Coos Bay and Eugene, 
Oregon – all of which are 100 years old or older. Since taking ownership of the rail line in 2009, the 
Port of Coos Bay has worked diligently to fund restoration of the rail line and to ensure southwest 
Oregon’s industries, manufacturers, marine terminals are connected to North America’s rail system. If 
funded, this project would help the Port of Coos Bay take the next step in restoring this important rail 
facility and preparing it for future growth.  
 
The OTC and ODOT are pleased to support this grant application. Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 

     
Tammy Baney      Matthew L. Garrett 
Chair       Director 
Oregon Transportation Commission   Oregon Department of Transportation 
 
 
 



OREGON FREIGHT ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 

 
April 14, 2016 
 
 
Honorable Anthony Foxx 
Secretary of Transportation 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, S.E. 
Washington, D.C.  20590 
 
 
RE: Support for FASTLANE / Coos Bay Rail Line Tunnel Rehabilitation Project 
 
Dear Mr. Secretary: 
 
The Oregon Freight Advisory Committee (OFAC), which serves in an advisory capacity to the 
Oregon Transportation Commission and the Oregon Department of Transportation, wishes to 
express its support for the Oregon International Port of Coos Bay FASTLANE grant 
application for long-term rehabilitation of critical tunnels on the Coos Bay rail line. 
  
The OFAC has supported the ongoing efforts of the Port in securing the Coos Bay rail 
corridor, moving forward with rail infrastructure rehabilitation, and restoration of freight rail 
service for industrial operations in the Southwest Oregon region and marine terminals in the 
Coos Bay harbor.  The Coos Bay line rail reconnects western Lane, western Douglas and Coos 
Counties to the Class 1 North American rail system and provides a competitive transportation 
option for appropriate commodity movements regionally, nationally and internationally. 
 
Currently, the Port’s rehabilitation program has been able to address modest maintenance 
repairs to the rail line, using a ConnectOregon grant.  However, a grant award from 
FASTLANE would enable the Port to make additional tunnel repairs and extend the operating 
life for several decades, helping assure certainty and reliability of freight rail service as a 
component of Oregon’s multimodal transportation system. 
 
The OFAC is pleased to express our support for the Port’s request for grant funding from the 
FASTLANE program.  The long-term viability of rail service on the Coos Bay line will help 
regional industry compete in both domestic and international markets and increase regional 
and local employment.  Additionally, tunnel rehabilitation work creates jobs in the local 
economy, with the added benefit that alternative, cost-effective use of freight rail helps 
preserve the working life of state and federal highways by offering freight movement options. 
   
The OFAC urges the U.S. Department of Transportation to support the Port’s request and 
approve a FASTLANE grant that will benefit and improve the economic viability of southwest 
Oregon and strengthen the regional multimodal transportation system. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Susie Lahsene, Chair 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Susie Lahsene 
Port of Portland 
Chair 
 
Michael Montero 
Rogue Valley Area 
Commission on 
Transportation    
Vice Chair 



 

April 14, 2016 
 
 
 
FASTLANE Grant Program 
U.S. Department of Transportation 
Washington, DC 
 
Re: FASTLANE / Coos Bay Rail Line Tunnel Rehabilitation Project 
 
Dear FASTLANE Project Evaluation Team: 
 
The Coos Bay rail line, owned by the Oregon International Port of Coos Bay, is a key 
component of the critically important multimodal transportation system that supports jobs 
and economic development in the traded-sector economy of the Pacific Northwest and the 
U.S. 
 
The membership of the Pacific Northwest Waterways Association (PNWA) has followed 
closely the efforts of the Port of Coos Bay to rehabilitate the rail line and restore freight rail as 
a competitive transportation option for manufacturing firms and commodity shippers in the 
western Lane, western Douglas and Coos Counties region, and for marine terminals in the 
Coos Bay harbor.   
 
PNWA is a regional trade association established in 1934 to address federal policies related to 
navigation and other transportation, trade, energy, and environmental issues. Our 
membership includes over 135 public port authorities, utilities, agricultural producers, 
towboat companies, steamship operators and forest products manufacturers from Oregon, 
Washington, and Idaho. We encourage development of the region’s multi-modal 
transportation system to provide safe, secure, efficient, competitive links to domestic and 
world markets. Our membership supports projects such as this one, to advance the region’s 
economic health and competitive position. A full listing of our membership is attached. 
 
PNWA is pleased with the support the Port has garnered from Federal and State legislators, 
county and local elected officials, and the regional business community in their infrastructure 
rehabilitation efforts.  The Port continues to have strong support as it seeks funding to move 
forward with critical bridge rehabilitation efforts. 
 
The Port was successful in competing for a TIGER II grant in 2010.  Those funds restored the 
track structure of the rail line, resulting in restoration of freight rail service.  Twelve shippers 
are now using the Coos Bay Rail Link (CBR) to move their products to market or bring in 
production materials.  In fact, the CBR moved nearly 2,500 loaded rail cars in 2012, after the 
line had been out of service for four years and shippers had seen their transportation costs 
double.  Last year CBR moved over 7,000 loaded rail cars. 



 

 

However, the Port’s ongoing bridge rehabilitation work using funds from ConnectOregon will 
only provide limited repairs on the line in the coming months.  An additional investment in the 
Coos Bay line through FASTLANE will further leverage existing Federal and State investments 
in this critical rail transportation infrastructure, and demonstrate the federal government’s 
commitment to a beneficial and cost-effective multimodal transportation system.  
 
PNWA strongly urges the U.S. Department of Transportation to fully support the Port’s 
request for FASTLANE funds in support of the multimodal transportation system serving North 
America. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Kristin Meira 
Executive Director 
Pacific Northwest Waterways Association 



PNWA Membership Roster  

 

Advanced American Construction 
Almota Elevator Company 
American Waterways Operators 
Apollo Mechanical Contractors 
Barney & Worth 
Bell Buoy Crab Co. 
Bellingham Cold Storage 
BergerABAM Engineers, Inc. 
Bergerson Construction, Inc. 
BNSF Railway Company 
BST Associates 
Business Oregon Infrastructure 
  Finance Authority 
Central Oregon Basalt Products 
Central Washington Grain Growers 
Clark Public Utilities 
Clearwater Paper Corporation 
Collins Engineers Inc. 
Columbia Basin Development 
  League 
Columbia County Grain Growers 
Columbia Grain 
Columbia River Bar Pilots 
Columbia River Pilots 
Columbia River Port Engineers 
Columbia River Steamship 
  Operators Association 
Columbia River Towboat  
  Association 
Cooperative Agricultural Producers 
Dawson & Associates 
David Evans and Associates 
Dunlap Towing 
East Columbia Basin Irrigation 
  District 
Ecological Land Services  
EGT, LLC 
Evergreen Engineering 
Foss Maritime Company 
Foster Pepper 
Franklin PUD 
Gibbs & Olson, Inc. 
Global Partners LP 
Gordon Thomas Honeywell 
Great Lakes Dredge & Dock 
Hart Crowser, Inc. 
Idaho Wheat Commission 
ILWU Oregon Area District Council 
ILWU Puget Sound District Council 
J-U-B Engineers, Inc. 

Kalama Export Company 
Kiewit Infrastructure West Co. 
KPFF Consulting Engineers 
Lampson International, LLC 
Landau Associates 
Lewis-Clark Terminal Association 
Louis Dreyfus Commodities 
Marine Industrial Construction 
McGregor Company 
Millennium Bulk Terminals 
Moffatt & Nichol 
Morrow County Grain Growers 
Morrow Pacific Project 
Normandeau Associates, Inc. 
Northwest Grain Growers, Inc. 
Northwest Public Power Assoc. 
OBEC Consulting Engineers 
OR Public Ports Association 
OR Wheat Growers League 
Pacific Northwest Farmers Co-op 
Pacific Northwest International 
  Trade Association 
Parsons Brinckerhoff 
PBS Engineering & Environmental 
PND Engineers, Inc. 
PNGC Power 
Pomeroy Grain Growers 
Port of Anacortes 
Port of Astoria 
Port of Bandon 
Port of Bellingham 
Port of Benton 
Port of Camas-Washougal 
Port of Cascade Locks 
Port of Chelan County 
Port of Chinook 
Port of Clarkston 
Port of Columbia County 
Port of Coos Bay 
Port of Everett 
Port of Garibaldi 
Port of Gold Beach 
Port of Grays Harbor 
Port of Hood River 
Port of Ilwaco 
Port of Kalama 
Port of Klickitat 
Port of Lewiston 
Port of Longview 
Port of Morrow 

Port of Newport 
Port of Pasco 
Port of Peninsula 
Port of Port Angeles 
Port of Portland 
Port of Ridgefield 
Port of Royal Slope 
Port of Seattle 
Port of Siuslaw 
Port of Skagit 
Port of St. Helens 
Port of Sunnyside 
Port of Tacoma 
Port of Toledo 
Port of Umatilla 
Port of Umpqua 
Port of Vancouver 
Port of Walla Walla 
Port of Whitman County 
Port of Woodland 
PROCESS, Inc. 
Puget Sound Pilots 
RSEC Environmental & Engineering 
  Consulting, Inc. 
Schwabe, Williamson & Wyatt 
Scoular Company 
SDS Tug & Barge 
Shaver Transportation Company 
Stoel Rives LLP 
Summit Strategies 
Teevin Bros. 
TEMCO 
Tidewater  
United Grain Corporation 
USA Dry Pea & Lentil Council, Inc. 
Vancouver Energy 
Van Ness Feldman 
WA Association of Wheat Growers 
WA Council on International Trade 
WA Grain Commission 
WA Public Ports Association 
WA State Potato Commission 
Westwood Shipping Lines 
Whole Brain Creative 
Wildlands, Inc. 
Willamette Falls Locks Working 
   Group 









 
SID LEIKEN 
 

Lane County Commissioner 

Springfield District 

sid.leiken@co.lane.or.us 

 

PUBLIC SERVICE BUILDING / 125 EAST 8
TH

 AVENUE / EUGENE, OR 97401 / (541) 682-4203 / FAX (541) 682-4616 
 

April 14, 2016 

 

FASTLANE Grant Program 

U.S. Department of Transportation 

Washington, DC 

 

Re: FASTLANE / Coos Bay Rail Line Tunnel Rehabilitation Project 

Dear FASTLANE Project Evaluation Team: 

I would like to express my support for the Oregon International Port of Coos Bay’s 

request for funding from the FASTLANE – Fostering Advancements in Shipping and 

Transportation for the Long-term Achievement of National Efficiencies grant program. 

Much of the Port’s “Rail Link” is located within Lane County and we have regularly 

supported the Port’s effort to restore freight rail service to regional shippers through 

rehabilitation of the Coos Bay rail line. 

In September 2007 when the former owner/operator of the rail line embargoed service, 

shippers were severely impacted and their resulting decrease in business had negative 

ripple effects throughout Oregon’s bay area and the southwest Oregon region.  

Lane County supported the Port of Coos Bay in its efforts to purchase the rail line, and 

we supported the successful TIGER II application for funding in 2010.  That investment 

enabled the Port to restore service between Eugene and Coos Bay, allowing shippers 

along the line to remain competitive and cost effective. With restoration of the Coos Bay 

Rail Line there has been over $766,000 on highway maintenance and $1.06 million saved 

in improved highway safety. 

I stand behind the Port in its efforts to move forward now with tunnel repairs to ensure 

freight trains continue to operate efficiently and to lengthen the life of the Coos Bay rail 

line. It is my firm belief that the investment of federal funds for the improvement of 

tunnels on the Coos Bay rail line is an appropriate investment that will benefit not only 

Oregon’s but the United States multimodal transportation systems.  

I urge the U.S. Department of Transportation to approve this FASTLANE request to 

support the economic vitality of southwest Oregon and to support to continued viability 

of the Coos Bay rail line. 

Sincerely 

 
 

Sid Leiken, District 2 Springfield  

Lane County Board of Commissioners    



The South Coast Development Council’s mission is to promote and support businesses that provide quality jobs 
through responsible development on Oregon’s South Coast. 

 

 

Sponsor Investors: 
Bandon Dunes Golf Resort  Bay Area Hospital  City of Coos Bay  Coos County  Coquille Economic Development Corporation 

 Jordan Cove Energy  Oregon International Port of Coos Bay  

 
 

April 14th 2016

FASTLANE Grant Program 

U.S. Department of Transportation 

Washington, DC  

 

Re: FASTLANE / Coos Bay Rail Line Tunnel Rehabilitation Project 

 
Dear FASTLANE Project Evaluation Team: 
 

The South Coast Development Council (SCDC) strongly urges you to support the Oregon International Port of Coos 

Bay’s request for funding from the FASTLANE – Fostering Advancements in Shipping and Transportation for the Long-

term Achievement of National Efficiencies grant program.  This project will help rehabilitate the vital infrastructure and 

economy on the Oregon South Coast and will allow future development to continue in rural communities in Coos, Curry, 

western Douglas and western Lane Counties.   

 

SCDC is an economic development clearinghouse with the goal of maintaining and improving the economic viability of 

the Southern Oregon Coast.  Our mission statement is: "To Improve the Region's Economy".  This is exactly what we aim 

to do in supporting the Oregon International Port of Coos Bay’s FASTLANE – Fostering Advancements in Shipping and 

Transportation for the Long-term Achievement of National Efficiencies grant program. 

 

The FASTLANE grant when awarded, will improve the Oregon South Coast’s infrastructure and help create and maintain 

a climate of economic advantage.  This grant will maintain and rehabilitate vital tunnels used by the Coos Bay Rail Link.  

Currently the cost to rehabilitate these tunnels if shouldered alone, would be an exorbitant amount for the CBR.  These 

tunnels are integral pieces of infrastructure to ensure that vital industry has an economically viable and timely form of 

transportation to value added markets.  The Coos Bay Rail Link serves our major industries of timber, agriculture and 

seafood and if it was to cease existing the communities of the Oregon South Coast would be forced to truck their goods at 

higher costs and limited capacity.  This would inhibit not only our ability to bring in new industry and business but halt 

the ability for individuals to expand their current operations and improve the economic climate of the region.  The CBR is 

an economic lifeline for the Oregon South Coast and the many forms of industry that provide primary sector living wage 

jobs and goods.   

 

In short, it is our firm belief that the investment of federal funds for the restoration of bridges on the Coos Bay rail line is 

an appropriate investment that will benefit not only Oregon’s but the United States multimodal transportation systems.  

This project’s focus is on the long term goals of a region that is finally pulling itself out of the recession.  Of course, none 

of this will be realized without your approval.  A failure to do so will not only leave our communities without a pathway 

out of our long economic downturn, it will also render meaningless the significant investments that many new small 

business owners and major industries will make in our communities in the coming future.   

 

Your backing is as important as ever.  We hope we can count on you to approve this important grant program. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

Connie Stopher 

Executive Director 

South Coast Development Council 

50 Central Avenue, Suite A  

   Coos Bay, OR 97420    

541 266-9753  

www.scdcinc.org 

 

 






























