
COOS COUNTY URBAN RENEWAL AGENCY 
& BUDGET COMMITTEE MEETING 
Tuesday, September 27th, 2016, 4:30pm 

Port of Coos Bay, 2nd Floor Conference Room 
 

DRAFT MINUTES 
 
 

ATTENDANCE 
 
Agency Board Members:  Chairman Todd Goergen, At Large; Thomas Leahy; Mike; Eric Farm, 
Port Commissioner; Brianna Hanson, Port Commissioner; John Sweet, Coos County; Melissa 
Cribbins, Coos County; Nathan McClintock, Legal Counsel; Jennifer Groth, City of Coos Bay; 
Howard Graham, City of North Bend; Mike Vaughan, City of Coos Bay;   
 
Guests:  Hans Gundersen, Port Staff; John Burns, Port Staff; Fred Jacquot, Port Staff; Charlotte 
Menten, Port Staff.  Natalie Nikirk; Darla & Jerry Lesan; Scott Keillor, BergerABAM; Nick 
Popenik, Tiberius Solutions; Jody McCaffree, Bill McCaffree; Bob Braddock, Jordon Cove; Sue 
Smith; Rodger Craddock, City of Coos Bay; JC Williams; John Clarke, Douglas county; Kathy 
Dodds 
 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER CCURA BOARD MEETING 
Chair Todd Goergen called the meeting to order at 4:31pm 
 

2. INTRODUCTIONS 
 
 

3. PRESENTATION BY BOB BRADDOCK 
 
Bob Braddock came to the meeting to update the members on the status of the Jordan Cove 
Project.  The facility itself is planned to carry 6 million tons of LNG, and has the possibility 
to be expanded in the future if needed.  The pipeline is estimated to be 232 miles long, and 
will be stationed on the North Spit. 
 
Mr. Braddock reminded the agency that FERC denied their application on March 11, 2016, 
due to the lack of market support shown for the project.  On April 8th, a request for rehearing 
was submitted, and on May 9th, FERC said that they would consider a rehearing.  Mr. 
Braddock informed the agency that they no longer have the means to act on a specific 
timeline to make a decision.  Even so, they expect to hear about a decision after the election 
this November.   
 
Since FERC’s decision, they have focused their efforts on gaining market support.  
Currently they have received preliminary commitments for 77% of the LNG that will come 
through the facility.  They are also working on an acquisition for a pipeline right-a-way 
with their parent company Veresen.  They also have approximately 38% of the individual 



landowners that have issued contractual rights for the pipeline.  Though most of the 
pipeline will run through timber and federal lands.  
 
Since then, they have focused on the deficiency that the project has, lack of market support.  
Thus far they have received preliminary commitments for 77%.  An acquisition for a 
pipeline right-a-way is underway with the parent company Veresen.  Currently there is 
approximately 38% of the individual landowners that have issued contractual rights for the 
pipeline.  Most of the pipeline will run through timber and federal lands.  The appeal of 
Jordan Cove over other LNG facilities is that is has a shorter shipping distance to Japan, 
and other Asian markets that are currently moving away from nuclear and towards newer 
more efficient natural gas plants. 
 
Earlier this year the parent company Veresen went forward with contractors to produce 
bids for the construction of the facility.  The bids will come in mid-November and they are 
expected to make a decision by the end of this year or early 2017.   
 

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Upon a motion by Eric Farm (Second by Jennifer Groth), the Agency Board Members 
voted to approve the June 9, 2015 Agency Meeting Minutes.  
Motion Passed 

 
 

5. ACTION ITEMS 
 

a. Approval of Online Banking Access for Umpqua Bank Account 
Upon a motion by John Sweet (Seconded by Brianna Hanson) the Agency Board 
Members voted to Approve Online Banking Access for Umpqua Bank Account.  
Motion Passed 
 

b. Approval of Budget Restructuring-Reducing Number of funds to Just General Fund 
Upon a motion by John Sweet (Seconded by Jennifer Groth) the Agency Board 
Members voted to Approve Budget Restructuring-Reducing Number of Funds to 
Just General Fund on the contingency that it is allowed by the legal counsel.  
Motion Passed 
 

c. Approval of New Legal Counsel 
Upon a motion by Eric Farm (Seconded by Howard Graham) the Agency Board 
Members voted to Approve New Legal Counsel.  
Motion Passed 
 

d. CCURA Board Member Renewals 
The Agency will revisit this motion during the December 12, 2016 meeting.  
 
 
 



e.  CCURA Plan Amendment Solicitation  
 
Mr. Jacquot introduced two of the members of Elaine Howard Consulting, who 
were there to present their plan for the board.  He explained that at the previous 
board agency meeting a motion was passed to have consulting firms submit a RFP 
to amend the agency’s plan.  At that time, an advisory committee was also formed 
to oversee the RFP process.  The advisory committee thought it would be beneficial 
for successful proposers to have the opportunity to speak to the board at the next 
meeting.   
 
Elaine Howard Consulting had representative from team members BergerABAM 
and Tiberius Solutions, to present to the agency. Nick Popenik spoke on behalf of 
Tiberius Solutions, which is one of the many team members brought on to look at 
the project for the Elaine Howard team.  His specific focus is on the financial aspect 
of the plan.   
 
Mr. Popenik explained that one of the major points that the agency needs to 
consider and address is the current plan has an expiration date that is fast 
approaching.  Right now the agency needs to work on amending the plan, working 
within the statutes, to change that expiration date.  Essentially if the date is not 
amended the agency will no longer be active, thus the community will no longer 
have the agency as a tool to economic development.   
 
Scott Keillor from BergerABAM, also spoke to the agency.  Mr. Keillor let the 
agency and public know that he is familiar with how the port, the waterfront and 
the North Spit operate.  He explained that his main focus would be to bring on an 
engineer to help asses projects that were completed or not completed, as well as 
any future projects the CCURA has in mind for the site.  Their focus would be to 
create a larger stakeholder process; whether it be through active workshops, 
meetings, etc.  It would be important to have meaningful input as well as market 
assessment to create a plan that is informed by the key stakeholders.  With the goal 
to have better funding to leverage resources for both economic development and 
job growth.   
 
Upon a motion by Eric Farm (Seconded by Mike Vaughn) the Agency Board 
Members voted to Approve the CCURA Plan Amendment Solicitation.  
Motion Passed  
 

6. PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 
Natalie Ranker of Coos County voiced her concerns about Jordan Cove’s refusal to show 
their contracts and feels that the people have been deceived by the parent company, 
Veresen.  She also has major concerns for the fisheries that will be affected, commercial 
and recreational, as well as the facility being in the Tsunami zone.  
 



Jody McCaffree of CALNG stated that she believes that the project is not viable, and that 
there is a flood of LNG on the market already and that fossil fuels are on their way out and 
that clean energy on the rise. She believes that the CCURA should support a different 
industry.   She also raised concerns about the siting location  
 
JC Williams of North Bend wanted those in favor of Jordan Cove to know that those against 
it are still there.  She wants the agency to think about the fact that we are in an area that is 
susceptible to a large seismic event, and what an LNG facility could mean if there was a 
major earthquake and/or tsunami event.    
 
John Clarke a retired fireman, expressed major concerns about the response time that is 
expected to take place on the site of Jordan Cove facility.  He says he spoke to fire 
departments and that currently there are not enough firemen available on site for the 
recommended 4-minute response time.   
 

7. OTHER BOARD COMMENTS 
 
The next meeting is set for the December 12, 2016 at 4:30pm  
 

8. ADJOURN 
 
Todd Goergen adjourned the meeting at 6:10pm 
 

 

 

 

 


